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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  your  District  for  the  Year  1957. 

Except  for  one  case  of  paral3nic  Poliomyelitis  and  two  incidents 
of  food  poisoning,  the  health  of  your  Urban  District  has  been  very 
satisfactory. 

The  two  food  poisoning  outbreaks  are  detailed  later  in  my  Report. 

The  Birth  Rate  again  shows  an  increase  on  the  previous  year. 

The  Infant  Mortahty  rate  is  higher  than  last  year  and  is  the 
highest  since  1952.  Of  the  eleven  deaths,  six  were  due  to  congenital 
anomaUes,  two  to  prematurity  and  three  died  as  a  result  of  infection. 
Eight  of  these  deaths  took  place  during  the  first  week  of  life. 

The  Death  Rate  is  the  lowest  on  record.  Of  the  Two  Hundred  and 
Nine  deaths,  about  half  (102)  were  over  70  years  of  age — of  these 
forty-two  were  80  and  over,  and  three  were  over  90. 

There  was  a  marked  reduction  over  the  previous  year  in  Whooping 
Cough  and  Scarlet  Fever,  but  a  large  increase  in  Measles. 

During  September  and  October,  the  so  called  Asian  Flu  swepted 
through  the  Urban  area  as  it  did  over  the  whole  country.  A  very  large 
number  of  people  was  attacked  but  not  being  a  notifiable  disease, 
there  was  no  way  of  recording  the  number  affected.  There  were  two 
deaths  due  to  Influenza,  and  of  the  six  pneumonic  deaths  notified 
during  the  epidemic  period,  two  were  due  to  Influenza. 

Fifteen  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
the  Year — this  is  one  more  than  last  year.  Fewer  people  attended  the 
Miniature  Mass  Radiography  Unit,  and  of  the  1,370  X-rayed,  forty- 
five  were  recalled  for  a  large  film.  These  showed  various  abnormahties, 
but  no  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  discovered.  It  is  now  thought 
that  people  should  be  discouraged  from  having  a  yearly  x-ray  and  only 
to  selected  groups  of  people  should  x-ray  be  offered.  Old  men  in 
particular  should  be  x-rayed  as  quite  frequently  the  old  bronchitics 
are  found  to  have  active  tuberculosis. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  start  the  B.C.G.  vaccination  yet  owing 
to  the  Poliomyelitis  campaign. 

During  the  Year,  three  hundred  and  eighty-five  children  had  two 
injections  against  Poho  and  thirty-five  received  one  injection. 

There  has  been  a  further  reduction  in  the  number  of  children 
immunised  against  diphtheria.  This  is  a  pity  because  if  immunisation 
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falls  to  a  very  low  level  we  could  again  have  this  serious  disease  with 
us.  We  had  hoped  to  have  a  campaign  for  immunisation  but  the  Polio 
had  to  have  priority. 

I  would  like  to  thank  my  Committee  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy 
shown  to  me  during  the  year.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  the  staff  of 
the  Health  Department  for  their  very  good  work. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Jo.  M.  HEGARTY, 

M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Spennymoor. 

May,  1958. 
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Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  figure  calculated  to  the  middle  of  1957 
gives  the  resident  population  of  the  District  as  19,880.  This  figure 
represents  a  decrease  of  40  on  the  previous  year  and  an  increase  of  840 
on  the  1939  figure. 

The  approximate  population  of  the  various  Wards  in  the  District 
has  been  assessed  as  follows  : — 


Spennymoor  Ward  . 

...  4,485 

Low  Spennymoor  Ward 

...  3,304 

Middlestone  Moor  Ward 

...  2,311 

Kirk  Merrington  Ward . 

...  947 

Byers  Green  Ward  . 

...  1,441 

Tudhoe  Ward  . 

...  7,392 

Total  Population  ... 

...  19,880 

Area 

The  District  covers,  7,494  acres  and  includes  the  villages  of 
Middlestone  Moor,  Byers  Green  and  Kirk  Merrington,  with  an 
acreage  of : — 


Spennymoor  Ward 

.  168 

Low  Spennymoor  Ward 

.  551 

Middlestone  Moor  Ward 

. 1,349 

Kirk  Merrington  Ward  . . . 

. 1,612 

Byers  Green  Ward 

. 1,115 

Tudhoe  Ward  . 

. 2,699 

Total  Acreage 

...  ...  7,494 

Inhabited  Houses 

The  estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  District  according 
to  our  records  at  the  end  of  December,  1957,  was  6,315. 


Rateable  Value 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  District  is  £139,796  and  the  estimated 
product  of  a  penny  rate  £530 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1957  WITH  COMPARISONS 
OF  THE  PRE-WAR  AND  POST-WAR  PERIODS. 


Births  1957 


Live  Births : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Birth  Rate 

Legitimate  . . . 

...  175 

155 

330  \ 

Illegitimate  ... 

7 

182 

7 

162 

14/ 

344 

17.30 

Still  Births : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Birth  Rate 

Legitimate  ... 

4 

•  •  •  A 

6 

101 

Illegitimate  ... 

•  •  • 

— 

— / 
10 

0.50 

4 

6 

For  comparative  purposes  the  rates  are  given  for  the  three  previous 
years  and  for  the  three  years  immediately  prior  to  the  War  : — 


Live 

Births. 

Still 

Births. 

Birth  Rate 

per  IjOOO  pop. 

Live  Births. 

Still  Births. 

1936 

.  271 

18 

17.50 

1.17 

1937 

318 

16 

17.20 

0.86 

1938 

319 

9 

16.50 

0.46 

1954 

348 

9 

17.38 

0.45 

1955 

320 

8 

16.04 

0.46 

1956 

331 

9 

16.62 

0.45 

Extracts  from  National  Statistics  are  given  for  comparative 
purposes  : — 


Spennymoor 

District. 


England  and 
Wales. 


17.30  16.1 

0.50  22.4 


Births 
Still  Births 
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Deaths  1957 


Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths .  119  90  209 

Infant  Mortality  8  5  13 


Rate. 

10.51 

37.79  per  1,000  Births. 


Pre-War  and  Post-War  periods  are  enumerated  for  comparison. 


1936  Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 

1937  Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 

1938  Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 

1954  Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 

1955  Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 

1956  Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 


193  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  12.16  per  1,000  pop. 

21  „  „  „  77.50  per  1,000  Births. 

236  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  12.80  per  1,000  pop. 

24  ,,  „  ,,  75.47  per  1,000  Births. 

239  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  12.30  per  1,000  pop. 

19  ,,  ,,  ,,  53.03  per  1,000  Births. 

214  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  10.69  per  1,000  pop. 

8  ,,  „  „  22.99  per  1,000  Births. 

222  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  11.13  per  1,000  pop. 

11  ,,  ,,  ,,  34.38  per  1,000  Births. 

213  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  10.69  per  1,000  pop. 

10  „  „  „  30.21  per  1,000  Births. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 


All  Causes  .  119 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  system  .  2 

Tuberculosis,  other  ...  .  — 

Syphilitic  disease  .  1 

Diphtheria  .  — 

Meningococcal  Infections  .  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  — 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease .  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach .  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus .  7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .  — 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ...  8 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  2 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .  14 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .  27 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  2 

Other  heart  disease  .  12 

Other  circulatory  disease  .  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Pneumonia  .  7 

Bronchitis  .  9 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .  — 


Females 

90 

1 


3 


1 

5 

1 

14 

9 

1 

13 

2 

4 

7 

7 
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Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

Hyper-plasia  of  prostate  . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations  . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

All  other  accidents  . 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Males.  Females 

2  1 

—  2 

—  2 

2  — 


4 

7 

3 

2 

1 


2 

9 

1 

2 

1 

1 


Heart  diseases  and  those  of  the  nervous  system  account  for 
44.02%  of  the  total  number  of  deaths. 


Deaths  according  to  Age  Groups 


-5 

-15 

-25 

-50 

-75 

75- 

Total  all 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ages. 

Males 

7 

2 

.  1 

10 

57 

42 

119 

Females  . . . 

5 

2 

— 

7 

42 

34 

90 

209 


TUBERCULOSIS  1957 


The  following  cases  remained  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year : — 


Males 

Females 


Pulmonary.  Non  Pulmonary. 

86  15 

71  24 


157  39 


The  above  figures  represent  a  reduction  of  six  pulmonary  and 
ten  non-pulmonary  cases  on  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  disease  represents  1.06%  of  the 
cases  on  the  register,  this  being  .12%  above  last  year’s  figure. 

The  number  of  known  Tuberculosis  cases  in  the  District  repre¬ 
sents  .98%  of  the  population,  this  being  .08%  below  last  year’s  figure. 
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SUMMARY  OF 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATIONS 


Age  Group. 

Under 

1  yr.  1- 

3-  5- 

25  years 

10-  15-  &over. 

Scarlet  Fever  Male 

Female  . . . 

—  2 

2  1 

—  9 

—  —  — 

Acute  PoUomyeUtis  Male 

1 

Tuberculosis 

Males 

Pulmonary  . 

Meninges  and  C.N.S. 
Other . 

—  — 

/ 

1  —  10 

Females 

Pulmonary  . 

Meninges  and  C.N.S. 
Other . 

—  — 

—  — 

—  1  2 

—  1  2 

TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  THE  NOTIFICATION  OF 
OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


DURING  THE  YEAR 

Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Acute  Pneumonia  . 

Measles  ... 

Food  Poisoning . 

Acute  PoKomyelitis  . 

Erysipelas . 

Chicken  Pox  . 


Cases  notified. 
8 

52 

21 

...  304 

5 
1 
2 

46 


14 


t>* 

lA 


bc 

a 

'd 


c/s 

C/S 

O 

1-3 

U 

pq 

P 

H 

d 

d 


c/s 

Z 

O 

H 

< 

<J 

HH 

& 

H 

O 

Z 

b 

O 


■M  _ 
O  HN 


C/S 

u 

c/s 

u 

c/s 


u 

•-3 

NH 

H 

o 


CJ 

;z; 

u 

a 

CJ 


a 

H 

Z 

O 

s 


c/s 

•-H 

W 

O 

h 


u 

(U 


> 

o 

2: 


o 

o 


a 

<u 

c/3 


bO 

3 

< 


3 


<u 

C 


>> 

e3 


a 

< 


(S 


<u 

pc^ 


Cl 

CO 


<u 

(/) 

CO 

(U 

c/5 


00 


CM 


I  CM 


CM 


VO  CM  I  m 

o  in  1 

m 


CM 


1 1 


cn 


CM 


cn 


in 


00  T-t  CM 


MSI 


in 


I  I 


m 

00 


00  O  CO 

in  r-^ 


I  I 


CO  m 

CO 


00  Tj/  CM 
CM  CM 


On  —I  in 


CM  0\ 


' 

(L) 
> 
<U 
X  Ll, 

^ 


cj 

<-l 

(U 


CO 


a  8 


CO  Oh 


TJ 

•  »H 

O 

a 

h 

;-i 

O 

o 
>  ^ 
Ui 

(U 


CO 
•  ^ 
X 
lU 
l-l 

-T-t  ^ 

o  ^ 

rt  CO 

a  In 


M 

(U 

> 

lU 

Ph 


3 

o 


2 

S 

o 

Oh  ^ 
cO  ^ 


H  4/  OJ 
„  V.  _  -  3  0 

00  00  Q  W  CL,  Oh  Ph 


lU 

H-l 

3 
o 

< 
4-< 

•J 

(U 

e 

o 

r,34 

Oh  o 


CO 
0 
o 

.  — H  (U 

■a.2 

s 

'w  g’rt 
Oh^^ 

'T;  ^ 

c/s  r* 

>»  m 

J_I  (U 


0 

o 

.  -M 

.  o 

O  tM 

■rl  O 


0^3 

- 

cd  c5 

^  o 


o 
o 
o 

bO  ^ 


jn 

bX) 

3 

O 


n  4> 
Oh  Z  c/5 

3  CO 

(U  (U 


Ph 

O 

(L) 

O 


bO 

3 

a 

o 

o 


• 

3 

O 

>>.2 

M  Q 

^  n 

C 

c/s  O 
^  O 


wuocS  :^:lcj^Qfc 


Ov 

CO 


CO 


CO 


CM 


m 

o 


in 

05 


CM 

t> 


t^ 


o\ 

m 


CO 

CM 


c/5 

H 

O 

h 

>* 

K 

H 

z 

o 


NOTIFICATIONS  BY  WARDS  (CIVILIAN) 


15 


16 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  Year. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  supplied  by  the  County 
Authority  of  immunisation  work  relating  to  the  Area  for  the  Year  under 
review : — 

Under  5  years  Age  5-15  years 
inclusive.  inclusive. 

Total  number  of  children  im¬ 
munised  during  1957  ...  131  — 

In  addition  fifty-five  reinforcing  injections  have  been  admini¬ 
stered  to  children  in  the  Area. 


Poliomyelitis  Immunisation. 

One  case  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  was  notified  during  the  year, 
which  appeared  to  be  of  a  mild  nature. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  supplied  by  the  County 
Authority  of  vaccination  work  relating  to  the  Area  for  the  Year  1957  : — 

Children  Vaccinated,  2nd  injection .  385 

Children  Vaccinated,  1st  injection .  35 


Food  Poisoning. 

There  was  a  single  case  of  food  poisoning  in  an  old  lady  of  84  years. 
This  lady  had  a  habit  of  keeping  bought  cooked  meat  for  days,  some¬ 
times  in  a  drawer,  before  eating  it.  A  J  lb.  of  cooked  beef  was  purchased 
and  subsequently  eaten  five  days  later.  Her  husband  did  not  partake 
of  the  meat  and  was  not  affected.  The  meat  was  probably  sound  when 
bought.  The  patient  died  in  hospital  within  24  hours  and  as  the  house 
was  closed  there  could  be  no  further  follow  up. 

In  the  second  incident,  a  family  of  four  were  affected — a  mother, 
father  and  two  children.  The  only  member  not  affected  was  the  breast¬ 
fed  baby.  The  whole  family  was  removed  to  Hospital  and  any  follow-up 
impossible.  Enquiries  at  the  Hospital  did  not  implicate  any  particular 
food.  There  had  been  a  christening  two  days  previously  when  various 
meat  sandwiches  had  been  eaten,  but  none  of  the  many  guests  was 
affected,  so  there  would  seem  to  be  no  connection  between  the  christen¬ 
ing  party  and  this  outbreak. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Spennymoor  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  reporting  upon  the  work  of  your  Public  Health 
Inspectors  during  the  Year  1957. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Summary  of  Notices  served  and  work  done  in  the  Public 
Health  Inspector’s  Department,  during  the  Year,  1957. 

1 .  General  Summary. 


No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions. 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
served. 

No.  of 
Statutory 
Notices 
served. 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice. 

Legal 
Proceed¬ 
ings  and 
General 
Remarks. 

Housing  : 

Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  . . . 

601 

63 

23 

167 

Overcrowding  . . . 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences  : 

Insufficient 

Defective 

135 

3 

42 

45 

Drainage 

522 

■ — 

— 

• — 

Water  Supply  ... 

18 

1 

— 

1 

Food  Premises  . . . 

58 

34 

1 

— 

Shops  Act 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  ... 

51 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughter  Houses : 
Public  ... 

_ 

Private... 

1040 

1 

— 

1 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

24 

4 

3 

6 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and 
Workplaces 

19 

2 

2 

Keeping  of 
Animals... 

4 

1 

— M 

Insanitary  Ashpits 
and  Receptacles 

35 

10 

— 

6 

Offensive 

Accumulations 

4 

2 

2 

Smoke  Nuisances 

15 

3 

— 

3 

Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949 

252 

Total 

2790 

124 

69 

233 
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Ashpit-privies  converted  into  water-closets 


Ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets  .  49 

Total  number  ofwater-closets  in  District  . 5,677 

T otal  number  of  ash-closets  in  District  .  871 

Total  number  of  ash-pit  privies  in  District  .  24 


2.  Closing  and  Demolition  of  Houses. 

A.  Formal  Action. 

(i)  No.  of  houses  demolished  during  year  as  a  result  of 

Clearance  Schemes  or  other  formal  action  .  99 

(ii)  No.  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a  result 

of  formal  action  .  11 

(iii)  No.  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  individual  unfit 

houses  demolition  of  which  temporarily  postponed  . . .  387 

(iv)  No.  of  houses  in  use  as  temporary  accommodation  6 

B.  Informal  Action. 

(i)  No.  of  houses  permanendy  discontinued  as  dwellings 

as  a  result  of  informal  action  and  not  included  above  ...  2 


3.  Reconditioning  and  Repair. 

No.  of  houses  made  fit  during  year  by  procedure  under  Housing 
Acts  (excluding  temporary  accommodation)  or  Public  Health  Acts  : 

{a)  As  a  result  of  informal  action .  74 

Q})  By  owners  as  a  result  of  statutory  notice  .  19 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  44 


4.  Improvement  Grants  :  Housing  Act,  1949. 

No.  of 
separate 
houses. 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  ...  107 

{b)  Applications  rejected  by  Local  Authority  ...  3 

{c)  Total  No.  of  applications  approved  since  incep¬ 
tion  of  scheme  .  104 


5.  Tabular  Statement  for  Year  1957. 


New  Houses  With  State 

Completed  During  Year.  Assistance.  Unaided.  Total. 


(a) 

By  Local  Authority  ...  32 

— 

32 

(6) 

By  any  other  Housing 

Authority  ...  ...  — 

— 

— 

(£) 

By  private  persons  ...  1 

9 

10 
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Rent  Act,  1957. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  applications  received,  for 
Certificates  of  Disrepair  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above 
Act : — 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  by  the  Urban  District  Council  under  the 
above  Act  since  the  date  of  operation:^  ^th  July^  1957,  to  the  ?>\st 


December  y  1957. 

Part  I — Applications  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair. 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  .  33 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  ...  33 

{a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  ...  7 

{b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  .  26 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5  ofthe  First  Schedule .  16 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Auth¬ 


ority  under  proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First 
Schedule  .  — 

(6)  Number  of  Certificates  issued .  17 

Part  II — Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates. 

(7)  AppHcations  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates .  1 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  — 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of 

tenants’  objection .  — 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  ...  — 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Act. 

Progress  was  made  in  the  remedy  of  structural  defects  in  dwelling- 
houses  found,  upon  inspection,  and  informal  action  only  was  found  to  be 
necessary  in  the  large  majority  of  such  cases.  Formal  notices  were 
issued  in  a  small  number  of  cases,  including  what  is  expected  to  be  the 
last  Council  Scheme  of  Ashcloset  Conversion  to  the  “  Water  Carriage 
System  ”,  other  than  National  Coal  Board  properties.  Formal  notices 
are  served  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  in  preference 
to  action  under  the  Housing  Act,  as  the  appropriate  legal  formalities 
of  the  former  are  considered  to  be  more  effective. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  whole  of  the  Refuse  Collection  sections  have  been  revised 
and  reorganised  incidental  to  the  introduction  of  a  12  cubic  yard 
diesel  engined  vehicle  in  place  of  a  7  cubic  yard  petrol  engined  lorry. 
This  reorganisation  has  not  been  carried  out  since  1950,  and  was 
overdue,  owing  to  the  redistribution  of  properties  throughout  the 
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District  due  to  Slum  Clearance  and  Rehousing  programmes.  This 
reorganisation  could  not  be  carried  out  without  a  certain  amount  of 
temporary  inconvenience  to  the  Public.  Householders  were  accustomed 
to  refuse  collections  being  made  regularly  each  week  on  the  same  day 
and  time,  and  when  these  collections  were  altered  doors  were  found  to 
be  locked  and  tenants  out.  Many  additional  visits  had  to  be  made  in 
such  cases  with  consequent  losses  in  vehicle  collections.  The  initial 
difficulties  of  this  reorganisation  have  now  been  overcome  and  with 
the  co-operation  of  every  member  of  the  Cleansing  staff  I  see  no 
difficulty  in  the  maintenance  of  our  weekly  collection  of  house  and  trade 
refuse  throughout  the  District. 

In  consequence  of  this  revision,  the  number  of  horses  and  carts 
engaged  in  this  work  has  been  reduced  to  two  full-time  and  two  part- 
time  carts.  It  is  with  some  regret  that  I  have  to  report  this  reduction 
of  horse  labour.  The  employment  of  horses  for  this  work  in  close 
proximity  to  disposal  points  has  been  found  to  be  economical  and 
effective  but  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  good  cartmen  to  handle  the 
horses  is  increasing. 

Since  the  War  approximately  2,050  ashclosets  have  been  converted 
to  the  “  Water  Carriage  System  ”  and  the  replacement  of  ashclosets 
with  British  Standard  Specification  dustbins  has  made  the  work  of 
cleansing  less  unpleasant. 

The  continued  restriction  in  the  accepted  deliveries  of  baled  paper 
salvage  has  continued  throughout  the  Year,  with  a  consequent  loss  in 
revenue  and  the  surplus  material  available  from  our  collections  each 
week  has  had  to  be  destroyed.  Owing  to  this  surplus  of  suppHes  avail¬ 
able  we  have  continued  to  bale  and  forward  to  the  Board  Mills,  the 
better  quality  of  fibre  board.  All  inferior  grades  particularly  that 
obtained  from  domestic  premises  is  removed  to  one  of  the  refuse  tips 
and  burnt.  Should  the  quota  be  hfted  at  an3n;ime,  we  can  increase  our 
deliveries  from  this  available  surplus.  One  Council  lorry  is  engaged 
full  time  on  the  clearance  of  the  salvage  bays  at  the  Trading  Estate 
factories  and  also  from  the  larger  business  premises  in  the  High  Street. 

Although  the  demand  for  scrap  tins  is  still  good,  difficulty  of 
storage  and  handhng,  particularly  in  the  restricted  accommodation 
now  available  in  the  Stable  Yard,  has  resulted  in  the  supplies  handled 
during  the  Year  being  neghgible. 

During  the  Year  the  Council  has  replaced  the  small  petrol  driven 
bulldozer  employed  in  refuse  disposal  on  the  tips,  with  a  similar  model 
equipped  with  a  diesel  engine.  This  machine  has  proved  very  reliable 
and  effective  in  use,  also  the  driver  has  now  the  added  weather  pro¬ 
tection  of  a  cab  and  screen.  When  this  machine  is  available  throughout 
the  working  week,  there  is  little  difficulty  in  maintaining  the  three 
Council  refuse  tips  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  At  present,  however. 
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wc  do  not  have  a  spare  driver  and  therefore  the  machine  is  not  always 
fully  operational. 

During  the  Year  it  is  estimated  that  the  cleansing  vehicles  and 
staff  collected  and  removed  to  tips  the  following  house  refuse  : — 

4408  lorry  loads  with  a  weight  of  refuse  .  9422  tons. 

4398  cart  loads  with  a  weight  of  refuse  .  3133  tons. 

693  hired  cart  loads  with  a  weight  of  refuse  ...  494  tons. 


Estimated  total  weight  of  refuse  removed  ...  1 2,049  tons . 


Standard  2J  cubic  feet  capacity  dustbins  are  used  for  house  refuse 
storage  throughout  the  District  with  the  exception  of  those  properties 
which  still  have  ash  receptacles.  The  numbers  of  these  various  types 
of  receptacles  are  as  follows  : — 

Standard  size  dustbins  .  5688 

Ashclosets .  871 

Ashpits  .  24 

Two  controlled  refuse  tips  situate  at  Tudhoe  Colliery  and  Middle- 
stone  Moor,  receive  the  bulk  of  this  house  and  trade  refuse.  Such 
material  removed  from  Byers  Green  Village  is  conveyed  to  a  small  crude 
tip  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Village. 


Privy  Conversions. 

The  final  conversion  scheme  was  completed  during  the  Year, 
with  the  conversion  of  42  ashclosets  to  the  “  Water  Carriage  System  ” 
and  7  carried  out  by  private  contractors.  Apart  from  National  Coal 
Board  properties,  there  remain  only  isolated  properties  and  possible 
Clearance  properties  with  the  Conservancy  System. 

Staffing. 

We  have  been  fortunate  in  keeping  our  permanent  staff  during  the 
Year,  with  the  exception  of  one  lorry  driver  who  has  commenced 
business  on  his  own  account.  Mr.  T.  Archer,  the  Horsekeeper,  has  been 
absent  through  illness  for  some  time  and  there  appears  to  be  some  doubt 
of  him  resuming  duty.  Mr.  Archer  has  been  employed  by  the  Council 
since  1920.  One  cartman  and  a  Filler  were  also  retired,  owing  to  health 
breakdown  after  short  periods  of  service,  and  another  cartman  resigned 
to  obtain  more  remunerative  employment. 

During  the  Year  the  Council  endeavoured,  without  success,  to 
obtain  a  qualified  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector,  The  services 
of  a  Student  were  however  obtained,  until  such  time  that  he  sits  his 
final  examination. 
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Rodent  Control. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Greaves,  our  part-time  Rodent  Operator  has  continued 
the  performance  of  his  duties  with  every  credit  to  himself  and  satis¬ 
faction  to  the  Council.  Mr.  Greaves’s  duties  take  him  to  many  and 
varied  properties,  and  his  work  calls  for  considerable  tact  and  ability. 

No  major  infestations  have  been  found  during  the  Year  and  the 
many  minor  sources  of  infestation  have  been  speedily  dealt  with. 
Regular  inspections  are  made  of  all  Council  properties,  particularly 
the  refuse  tips  and  certain  factories  on  the  Trading  Estate.  Both 
Knacker  Yards  appear  to  have  been  free  from  infestation — these 
premises  are  serviced  privately. 


MEASURES  OF  CONTROL  BY  COUNCIL  STAFF 
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VI.  Number  of  “  Block  ”  control 
_ Rhemes  carried  out . 
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Insect  Infestation. 

During  the  Year  there  has  been  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of 
houses  treated  for  various  types  of  insect  infestation.  Thirty  requests 
were  received  and  the  premises  were  treated  according  to  the  type  of 
jnsect  infesting  the  properties. 

During  the  Spring  the  usual  circular  letter  inviting  co-operation 
from  food  traders  in  joint  efforts  to  combat  fly  infestation  was  sent  out 
to  all  traders,  and  only  eight  occupiers  requested  the  Spraying  of  their 
food  preparation  rooms.  Several  others  obtained  supplies  of  DDT 
powder  from  the  Council  for  incorporation  in  whitewash  for  wall  and 
ceiling  cleansing. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspection. 

Increasing  slaughtering,  particularly  at  the  wholesale  slaughter¬ 
house,  has  necessitated  a  considerable  amount  of  time  spent  on  the 
inspection  of  carcase  meat  and  offal  during  the  Year.  The  throughput 
of  animals  in  the  wholesale  slaughterhouse  has  been  greater  than  the 
accommodation  and  the  facilities  provide.  The  conditions  have  been 
far  from  satisfactory.  Concern  was  expressed  by  the  Council  at  these 
conditions  and  the  occupier  was  consulted  by  the  Council  and  he 
readily  agreed  to  carry  out  improvements.  At  the  close  of  the  Year  the 
work  of  doubhng  the  size  of  these  premises  together  with  necessary 
facilities,  was  in  progress  and  this  work  should  be  completed  by  the 
early  summer. 

There  are  eight  premises  licensed  as  Slaughterhouses  in  the  District 
and  six  of  these  are  used  by  occupiers  and  one  is  shared  by  two  butchers. 
The  above-mentioned  wholesale  premises  not  only  suppHes  carcase 
meat  off  the  hook  to  various  butchers  within  the  District,  but  supplies 
other  small  butchers  from  surrounding  districts,  also  regular  supplies 
are  sent  weekly  to  the  Newcastle  Wholesale  Market. 

During  the  Year  the  following  animals  were  killed  for  human 
consumption  in  the  above  slaughterhouses  : — 
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WHOLESALE  SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 


Month. 

Cattle. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

January 

...  256 

440 

6 

564 

254 

February 

...  233 

47 

8 

464 

273 

March . 

...  309 

44 

2 

176 

202 

April  . 

...  249 

43 

2 

181 

285 

May  . 

...  102 

35 

11 

345 

247 

June  . 

...  175 

35 

5 

552 

149 

July  . 

...  194 

33 

2 

633 

220 

August . 

...  223 

41 

— 

738 

186 

September 

...  252 

36 

12 

814 

273 

October 

...  227 

39 

— 

752 

360 

November 

...  218 

37 

2 

617 

274 

December 

...  221 

33 

2 

503 

523 

Totals 

...  2,659 

467 

52 

6,339 

3,246 

OTHER  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

Month. 

Cattle. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

January . 

44 

8 

1 

57 

24 

February 

47 

8 

— 

59 

16 

March . 

38 

6 

— 

28 

25 

April  . 

34 

6 

2 

45 

13 

May  . 

36 

11 

1 

60 

16 

June  . 

37 

5 

— 

74 

3 

July  . 

55 

1 

— 

129 

— 

August . 

39 

2 

— 

105 

9 

September 

43 

— 

— 

67 

29 

October 

50 

1 

— 

88 

28 

November 

44 

5 

1 

86 

39 

December 

48 

6 

— 

76 

67 

Totals 

...  515 

59 

5 

874 

269 

The  number  of  carcases  examined  has  increased  from  13,579 
during  1956  to  14,485  during  the  Year  under  review.  Of  this  number 
12,763  were  killed  in  the  wholesale  premises  and  2,359  of  these  animals 
were  slaughtered  on  Sundays.  The  average  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  during  Sunday  working  at  the  large  wholesale  slaughter¬ 
house  was  45.4.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  Year  an  arrangement  was 
made  with  the  occupier  for  early  Monday  morning  inspections  to  be 
carried  out  instead  of  Sunday  inspections.  This  arrangement  has  been 
found  to  work  very  satisfactorily,  and  is  expected  to  operate  until  the 
warmer  weather  returns. 
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Comparative  Statistics. 

Pre-War  and  Post  Control  Slaughtering. 


Year  1937  ... 

Year  1938  ... 

July-Decem- 
ber,  1954 
(6  months)  . . . 

Year  1955  ... 

Year  1956  ... 

Year  1957  ... 


Cattle. 

Cows. 

784 

176 

828 

240 

509 

67 

1,887 

203 

2,742 

344 

3,174 

526 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

15 

450 

12 

252 

9 

1,035 

43 

4,935 

74 

7,318 

57 

7,213 

Pigs. 

Total 

Animals. 

480 

1,905 

420 

1,752 

948 

2,568 

2,221 

9,289 

3,087 

13,579 

3,515 

14,485 

Every  effort  is  made  by  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  myself  to  inspect  every  animal  killed  within  the  District  for  food. 
This  increasing  work  leaves  less  time  available  for  other  duties. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

Excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed . 

3,174 

526 

57 

7,213 

3,515 

— 

Number  of  carcases  inspected  . . . 

3,174 

526 

57 

7,213 

3,515 

— 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  : 
and  Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned 

1,151 

142 

1 

98 

102 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
Cysticeri : 

36.29 

% 

26.99 

°/ 

/o 

— 

1.42 

Jo 

2.93 

% 

— 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis... 

3.56 

/o 

16.54 

°/ 

/o 

— 

— 

.62 

0/ 

JO 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 

ment  by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 

demned 

Amount  of  Carcase  meat  condemned  2,897  lbs. 
Amount  of  Offal  condemned  17,171  lbs. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Amendment 
Regulations,  1954. 

Returns  received  from  the  two  local  knacker  yards  of  animals 
slaughtered  for  other  than  human  consumption,  show  that  these 
animals  were  slaughtered  on  the  owners  premises  before  removal  in 
every  case.  Details  of  these  slaughterings  are  given  below  : — 


Horses. 

Ponies. 

1957. 

Live. 

Dead. 

Live. 

Dead. 

January  . . . 

2 

2 

1 

13 

February 

...  — 

5 

— 

9 

March 

1 

1 

— 

14 

April 

1 

2 

— 

28 

May 

1 

2 

— 

52 

June 

...  — 

4 

— 

32 

July 

...  — 

1 

— 

13 

August 

3 

2 

1 

25 

September 

...  — 

2 

— 

33 

October  . . . 

...  — 

3 

— 

33 

November 

. . .  — 

1 

— 

34 

December 

1 

— 

— 

11 

Disposal  of  Unsound  Food. 

Condemned  carcase  meat  is  removed  under  supervision  from  the 
various  slaughterhouses  to  one  of  the  local  knacker  yards.  Diseased 
offal  is  removed  by  the  Council  staff  for  burying  from  the  small  estab¬ 
lishments.  The  offal  from  the  large  slaughterhouse  is  removed  regularly 
to  a  large  bye-product  plant  at  Darlington.  Unsound  tinned  foods  and 
groceries  are  removed  for  destruction  or  use  of  animal  feeding.  The 
arrangements  made  for  the  disposal  of  unsound  food  have  been  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

The  following  articles  were  examined  during  the  Year  and  found 


to  be  unfit  for  food  and  destroyed 
Cooked  Ham  183  lbs. 

Corned  Beef 

112  lbs. 

Tomatoes 

132  lbs. 

Pineapples 

35  lbs. 

Luncheon  Meat  . . . 

23  lbs. 

Beef  Slice 

7  lbs. 

Peas 

34  lbs. 

Beans  ... 

9  lbs. 

Peaches  . 

27  lbs. 

Oranges . 

9  lbs. 

Apricots 

5  lbs. 

Tins  of  Milk 

29 

Miscellaneous  Tins  133  lbs. 

Food  Premises  (Miscellaneous). 

The  number  of  food  premises  on  our  records  of  the  District  are 

summarised  herewith : — 
Grocers  . 

59 

Confectioners 

19 

Bakehouses 

6 

Cafes  ... 

4 

Butchers  . 

20 

Ice-cream  Manufacturers  3 
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Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  under  the  Food 

and  Drugs  Act,  1955  .  49 

Premises  registered  for  the  preparation  of  food  under  the 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  .  14 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  designated  milk  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949-1954  .  49 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

Owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  work  it  has  not  proved  possible 
to  carry  out  detailed  inspections  of  the  many  premises  in  the  District. 
Inspections  of  all  licensed  premises  have,  however,  been  carried  out 
and  considerable  progress  made  to  obtain  compliance  with  the  various 
requirements  of  these  Regulations. 


Food  Inspections,  Visits  and  Sampling. 

Formal  food  sampling  for  adulterants  and  quality  remains  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Council.  Many  visits  have  been  made  by 
the  Council’s  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  food  premises.  It  is  gratifying 
to  report  no  serious  case  of  improper  handling  or  storage,  although 
many  premises  have  not  yet  been  brought  to  the  standard  of  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Nine  informal  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  and  of  these,  five  were  placed 
in  Grade  I,  one  in  Grade  2,  one  in  Grade  3  and  two  in  Grade  4. 

The  routine  sampling  of  the  water  supply  was  continued  and 
particular  attention  was  paid  in  this  sampling  to  food  preparation 
establishments.  The  results  of  this  water  sampling  for  bacteriological 
purity  was  satisfactory.  No  samples  for  chemical  analysis  were  taken 
during  the  Year. 


Ice-Cream. 

There  are  three  ice-cream  manufacturer’s  premises  in  the  District, 
also  a  retailing  depot  for  a  large  provincial  manufacturer.  Many  visits 
were  made  to  these  premises  and  faults  in  the  manufacturing  or  storage 
of  ice-cream  brought  to  our  notice  from  the  afore-mentioned  informal 
sampling,  were  quickly  remedied  by  the  manufacturers  concerned. 
It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  interest  and  the  concern  of  these  manu¬ 
facturers  to  sell  only  Grade  I  standard  products.  Many  small  shops  also 
sell  pre-packed  ice-cream  products  of  large  manufacturers  from 
refrigerated  cabinets. 
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Fish  Fryers. 

There  has  been  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  standard  of  clean¬ 
liness  of  the  fish  frying  establishments  in  the  District  and  nearly  all  are 
equipped  with  modern  fume  consuming  ranges.  Particulars  of  the 
fryers  are  listed  below  : — 


Ward. 


Street. 


No.  of 

premises 

available. 


Spennymoor 


Low  Spennymoor  ... 


Middlestone  Moor  . . . 
Kirk  Merrington  . . . 
Byers  Green 
Tudhoe  . 


Clyde  Terrace  . 

Clarence  Street  . 

Villier  Street  . 

Coulson  Street  . 

Post  Office  Street  . 

Front  Street,  Merrington  Lane 

Durham  Street  . 

Chapel  Street  . 

High  Street . 

Attwood  Terrace  . 

Tudhoe  Moor  . 

Wood  Vue  . 

King  Street . 

Durham  Road  . 

York  Hill  Crescent . 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 


Milk  Supplies. 

A  considerable  number  of  small  dairymen  and  shops  have  Dealer’s 
licences  for  the  sale  of  designated  milks  by  retail,  and  these  retailers 
obtain  their  supplies  from  the  following  manufacturers  plants  : — 

Milk  Marketing  Board,  Langley  Moor. 

East  Durham  Co-operative  Dairies,  Ltd.,  Wingate. 

Bishop  Auckland  Co-operative  Dairy,  Bishop  Auckland. 

Northern  Dairies  (M’bro.)  Ltd.,  Middlesbrough. 

Craven  Dairies  Ltd.,  Sunderland. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  numbers  and  types  of  retailers 
licences  operating  in  the  District : — 

Retailers  T uberculin  T ested  (Pasteurised)  ...  22 

Retailers  Pasteurised  .  24 

Retailers  Sterilised  .  21 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 

Two  complaints  were  received  during  the  Year  of  contraventions 
in  Factory  premises.  Nineteen  visits  were  made  by  the  Department  to 
premises  registered  under  Part  I  of  this  Act,  and  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory  : — 

Factories  with  Power  .  36 

Factories  without  Power .  5 

Water  Supply. 

All  properties  within  the  Urban  District  have  available  from  the 
Durham  County  Water  Board’s  mains,  a  pure  supply  of  water.  The 
adequacy  of  this  supply  is  satisfactory  except  in  periods  of  dry  weather 
when  the  Board  usually  impose  varying  and  increasing  degrees  of 
restrictions  in  the  use  of  water.  These  restrictions  although  irritating 
to  the  Public  are  very  necessary,  due  to  the  Board’s  inadequate  storage 
reservoir  capacity.  It  is  expected  that  this  defect  in  the  Board’s  supply 
system  will  be  rectified  by  the  construction  of  a  new  storage  reservoir. 

Eighteen  water  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis 
during  the  Year  and  seventeen  were  returned  as  satisfactory.  The 
remaining  sample  was  reported  to  the  Water  Board  when  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  flushing  of  the  mains  concerned. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  North  Close  area  of  the  District  and  certain  isolated  properties 
continue  to  dispose  of  their  sewage  into  cesspools,  owing  to  the  absence 
of  Council  sewers.  These  cesspools  are  regularly  inspected  and 
emptied  by  Council  staff.  The  remainder  of  the  District  is  sewered  and 
the  resultant  sewage  is  treated  at  disposal  works  situated  at  Tudhoe 
Village  and  Byers  Green.  The  village  of  Kirk  Merrington  is  drained 
to  a  Pumping  Station  at  Leasingthorne  for  pumping  to  a  treatment 
works  owned  by  the  Bishop  Auckland  Urban  District  Council. 

A  considerable  number  of  choked  drains  dealt  with  by  this 
Department  each  year  has  now  been  substantially  increased  since  the 
carrying  out  of  over  2,050  ashcloset  conversions  in  recent  years.  It  is 
found  that  the  majority  of  these  chokages  take  place  in  the  older 
properties,  the  drains  of  which  are  usually  too  large  and  not  self 
cleansing. 

The  new  outfall  sewer  is  now  operating  and  taking  the  sewage 
from  the  existing  Village  of  Middlestone  Moor  with  adequate  provision 
for  the  drainage  of  the  large  new  housing  estate  being  developed  by 
the  Council  v/ithin  the  Ward  boundaries.  The  diversion  of  this  sewage 
from  the  older  outfall  sewers  should  greatly  reduce  the  flooding 
experienced  in  certain  parts  of  the  Town  during  very  heavy  rain. 
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Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

Many  provisions  of  this  Act  referring  to  the  density  and  the 
duration  of  smoke  emission  will  come  into  force  during  the  Year  1958. 
The  requirements  of  this  Act  is  receiving  great  Press  publicity  and  the 
Public  is  becoming  increasingly  smoke  conscious.  Fortunately  in  this 
Urban  District  the  air  is  comparatively  free  from  heavy  smoke  and 
grit  emissions,  such  industrial  plants  as  exist  are  small  and  the  processes 
carried  on  are  not  excessively  smoke  producing. 

The  Council  is  a  member  of  the  newly  formed  Wearside  Sub- 
Committee  of  the  North  Eastern  Regional  Committee  of  Local  Auth¬ 
orities  for  Smoke  Abatement  and  Clean  Air.  The  meetings  are  well 
attended  and  much  useful  information  is  obtained  from  them. 

Salvage. 

The  salvage  collections  have  remained  constant  during  the  Year. 
Owing  to  the  continuance  of  the  quota  by  the  Paper  Mills,  a  large 
amount  of  our  collections  of  paper  has  to  be  destroyed  by  burning. 
This  unproductive  work  has  increased  our  costs  and,  in  consequence, 
economies  in  our  salvage  operations  have  been  made.  The  payments 
made  by  the  Council  to  school  sports  funds,  have  been  discontinued 
and  consideration  is  to  be  given  to  the  charges  made  for  the  removal  of 
“  Trade  Refuse.”  Only  three  consignments  of  scrap  tins  were 
despatched  during  the  Year.  The  storage  of  this  material  creates  many 
problems  and  the  Public  has  ceased  separating  tins  from  the  refuse. 
The  only  readily  available  tins  are  therefore  obtained  from  our  “Trade 
Refuse  ”  collections.  Few  tins  are  now  recovered  from  the  surface  of 
the  refuse  at  the  tips  as  the  operation  of  the  bulldozer  flattens  and 
consolidates  this  material  into  the  tipped  refuse,  which  is  a  great 
advantage  as  it  reduces  voids  and  harbourage  for  rats. 

Details  of  materials  sold  are  as  follows  : — 

Tons.  Czuts. 

Waste  Paper  and  Fibreboard  ...  149  4^ 

’Tin  Scrap  ...  ...  ...  ...  5  2^ 


154  7f 


Total... 
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Monthly  Salvage  Sales  and  Income. 


Month. 

Material. 

Weight. 

Income. 

tons. 

cwts.  qrs 

>. 

£  s. 

d. 

January 

Waste  Paper 

...  8 

12 

0 

64  10 

0 

February 

Waste  Paper 

...  9 

0 

2 

68  13 

10 

Tin  Scrap  ... 

...  1 

0 

0 

1  5 

0 

March 

Waste  Paper 

...  13 

17 

3 

109  10 

3 

April 

Waste  Paper 

...  12 

2 

0 

85  12 

10 

May 

Waste  Paper 

...  15 

18 

2 

119  8 

10 

June 

Waste  Paper 

...  13 

14 

2 

no  10 

4 

July 

Waste  Paper 

...  11 

8 

3 

85  15 

8 

August 

Waste  Paper 

...  11 

12 

3 

87  5 

9 

September 

Waste  Paper 

...  11 

18 

3 

89  10 

9 

Tin  Scrap  ... 

...  1 

7 

0 

8  2 

9 

Month. 

Material. 

Weight. 

Income. 

,  tons. 

cwts.  qrs 

>. 

L  s. 

d. 

October 

Waste  Paper 

...  12 

13 

0 

94  17 

6 

Tin  Scrap  ... 

...  2 

15 

2 

16  13 

0 

November 

Waste  Paper 

...  13 

1 

1 

97  19 

6 

December 

Waste  Paper 

...  15 

5 

2 

114  11 

4 

154 


3  £1154  7  4 


Waste  Paper  sales  contributed  £1,127.  6s.  7d.  of  the  total  income 
from  salvage.  The  income  for  the  Year  is  lower  than  that  for  1956 
and  is  attributed  to  the  operation  of  the  quota  upon  our  salvage  con- 
signments. 
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Housing. 

During  the  Year  under  review  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance 
programme  was  continued,  and  a  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  Inquiry  was  held  into  the  confirmation  of  Clearance  and 
Compulsory  Purchase  Orders,  involving  sixty-five  properties  in  the 
Byers  Green  Ward.  In  addition,  the  Council  dealt  with  twenty-three 
Individually  Unfit  properties  under  the  appropriate  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Act. 

The  completion  of  the  considerable  preliminary  road  and  sewer 
works  on  the  Middlestone  Moor  Estate  necessarily  curtailed  the 
Council’s  Housing  programme  on  this  site.  Only  thirty-two  houses 
were  completed  during  the  Year  and  work  was  in  progress  on  the 
erection  of  thirty-seven  new  dwellings  in  the  Byers  Green  Ward. 

The  above-mentioned  new  houses,  together  with  occasional  relet 
accommodation,  enabled  the  Council  to  rehouse  twenty-nine  families 
from  Slum  Clearance  areas  and  sixteen  families  from  Individually 
Unfit  properties.  The  claims  of  “  General  Need  ”  applicants  on  the 
Council’s  waiting  lists  were  not  however  overlooked,  and  nineteen 
such  families  were  rehoused  which  included  two  sub-tenant  applicants. 

Further  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  towards  house 
improvements  were  received  by  the  Council  and  every  assistance  was 
given  to  such  applicants  for  properties  structurally  capable  of  being 
economically  reconditioned  to  the  standard  as  laid  down  in  the  Housing 
Act,  of  1949.  The  Council  has  now  approved  such  grants  in  104  of 
107  applications  received,  since  the  above  Act  became  operative. 

The  above  improvement  grants  include  several  applications  for  the 
conversion  of  the  back-to-back  properties  in  Attwood  Terrace,  Tudhoe 
Colliery,  which  are  gradually  becoming  vacant  and  available  for 
reconditioning. 
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An  increase  can  be  reported  in  the  Housing  Waiting  Lists,  from 
1,174  at  the  beginning  of  the  Year  to  1,262  at  the  end  of  the  Year  1957. 


For  the  information  of  the  Council,  the  Councifs  pre-war  and 
post-war  Housing  programmes  are  summarised  below : — 

Pre-war  period : 

Clearance  .  95  houses. 

Individually  Unfit  Property  ...  36  houses. 


Post-war  period : 

Clearance  .  532  houses. 

Individually  Unfit  Property .  169  houses. 


Houses  Erected  : 

Pre-war  period  : 

North  Eastern  Housing  Association  280  houses. 
Urban  District  Council  .  74  houses. 

Post-War  period  : 

North  Eastern  Housing  Association  112  houses. 
Urban  District  Council  . 1,132  houses. 


Rehousing  and  the  Demolition  of  Scheduled  Properties. 

Housing  demolitions  and  rehousing  carried  out  during  the  last 
seven  years  are  summarised  and  shown  under  the  various  Wards  of  the 
District : — 


36 


Ward. 

Houses. 

Demolished. 

Population. 
Increase.  Reduction. 

Year  1950-51. 

Spennymoor 

...  — 

— 

129 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

...  — 

— 

116 

Tudhoe  . 

...  — 

312 

— 

Middlestone  Moor  . . . 

...  — 

— 

15 

Byers  Green 

1 

— 

50 

Kirk  Merrington  . . . 

...  — 

— 

11 

Year  1951-52. 

Spennymoor 

...  — 

— 

16 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

. . .  — 

— 

58 

Tudhoe  . 

...  — 

134 

— 

Middlestone  Moor  ... 

...  — 

— 

29 

Byers  Green 

...  — 

— 

16 

Kirk  Merrington  . . . 

...  — 

— 

— 

Year  1952-53.  » 

Spennymoor 

...  — 

— 

88 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

2 

— 

76 

Tudhoe  . 

...  — 

183 

— 

Middlestone  Moor  . . . 

. . .  — 

— 

35 

Byers  Green 

. . .  — 

— 

25 

Kirk  Merrington  . . . 

...  — 

51 

— 

Year  1953-54. 

Spennymoor 

9 

— 

77 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

1 

— 

37 

Tudhoe  . 

•  •  • 

101 

— 

Middlestone  Moor  . . . 

•  •  • 

7 

— 

Byers  Green 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Kirk  Merrington  . . . 

11 

17 

— 

Year  1954-55. 

Spennymoor 

•  •  • 

— 

10 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

— 

19 

Tudhoe  . 

•  •  • 

57 

— - 

Middlestone  Moor  ... 

•  •  • 

3 

— 

Byers  Green 

22 

— 

14 

Kirk  Merrington  ... 

14 

— 

10 

Year  1955-56. 

Spennymoor 

55 

— 

112 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

...  — 

— 

146 

Tudhoe  . 

...  — 

— 

157 

Middlestone  Moor  . . . 

6 

557 

— 

Byers  Green 

3 

— 

133 

Kirk  Merrington  . . . 

2 

— 

6 
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Ward. 

Houses. 

Demohshed. 

Population. 
Increase.  Reduction. 

Year  1956-57. 
Spennymoor 

6 

67 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

2 

— 

34 

Tudhoe  . 

11 

— 

41 

Aliddlestone  Moor  . . . 

12 

88 

— 

Byers  Green 

60 

— 

20 

IGrk  Merrington  . . . 

11 

— 

— 

Future  Housing  Inspections. 


Properties  to  be  inspected  in  the  various  Wards,  with  a  view  of 
possible  action  under  sections  17  and  42  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 


Ward. 

Properties. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Period  1955-60. 
Spennymoor . 

.  18 

256 

Low  Spennymoor 

.  90 

297 

Tudhoe  . 

.  263 

852 

Middlestone  Moor 

.  40 

130 

Byers  Green  . 

.  22 

112 

Kirk  Merrington 

.  8 

26 

501  1,673 


Period  1960-65. 


Spenn5mioor . 

41 

132 

Low  Spennymoor  . 

53 

171 

Tudhoe  . 

197 

638 

Middlestone  Moor  . 

4 

13 

Byers  Green . 

6 

19 

Kirk  Merrington  . 

13 

42 

314  1,015 


Period  1965-74. 


Spennymoor . 

141 

457 

Low  Spennymoor  . 

215 

696 

Tudhoe  . 

29 

94 

Middlestone  Moor  . 

113 

366 

Byers  Green . 

25 

81 

Kirk  Merrington  . 

11 

35 

534 

1,729 
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Clearance  and  Compulsory  Purchase  Areas. 

(a)  Byers  Green  Ward. 

During  the  Year  a  further  area  of  this  Village  has  been  inspected. 
Five  Clearance  and  One  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  were  made 
comprising  sixty-six  separate  properties  and  a  population  of  201  persons. 

Further  progress  has  been  made  in  the  building  of  new  houses  in 
this  Ward  for  the  rehousing  of  some  of  the  tenants  to  be  displaced. 
Others  will  be  olfered  accommodation  on  the  Middlestone  Moor  and 
other  estates  in  the  District. 

{b)  Spennymoor  Ward  (George  Street  Area). 

Further  progress  has  been  made  in  the  clearance  of  this  site. 
Eighteen  tenants  were  rehoused  by  the  Council  in  the  Middlestone 
Moor  Estate  and  five  tenants  in  other  estates.  Considerable  clearance  of 
vacated  properties  has  continued  and  a  new  Fire  Station  erected  on 
part  of  the  site  by  the  Durham  County  Council.  One  of  the  four 
business  premises  in  this  Area  has  now  been  vacated  and  the  business 
transferred.  The  occupier  of  a  second  business  is  endeavouring  to 
find  other  premises. 

(c)  Tudhoe  Ward  (Tudhoe  Middle  and  Back  Rows). 

A  number  of  the  tenants  in  these  houses  have  been  rehoused 
either  by  the  Council  or  the  owners,  the  National  Coal  Board.  Many 
of  the  tenants  have  however  expressed  a  wish  to  be  accommodated  in 
the  vicinity.  Forty  of  these  145  houses  are  now  empty  and  awaiting 
demolition. 

{d)  Kirk  Merrington  Areas. 

Two  tenants  still  remain  to  be  rehoused  from  these  areas  and  the 
Council  Architect  is  preparing  designs  for  rebuilding  on  the  empty 
sites  in  Front  Street,  Kirk  Merrington. 
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The  Provision  of  New  Houses. 

Period  1936-38. 

North  Eastern  Housing  Association  erected . . .  280  houses . 

Urban  District  Council  erected  .  74  houses. 

Period  1945-57. 

North  Eastern  Housing  Association  erected  ...  112  houses . 

The  Urban  District  Council  has  erected,  during  the  post-war 
period,  the  following  houses  : — 


St.  Paul’s  Gardens  . 

66  houses. 

Park  Estate  . 

...  244  houses. 

Middlestone  Moor  Estate 

...  248  houses. 

George  Street . 

60  houses. 

Tudhoe  Moor  Estate . 

...  172  houses. 

York  Hill  Estate  . 

...  104  houses. 

Kirk  Merrington  Estate 

50  houses. 

Byers  Green  Estate  . 

72  houses. 

Hartley  Terrace  and  Gerard  Street 

16  houses. 

1,132  houses. 

The  erection  of  thirty-seven  houses  at  Byers  Green  is  proceeding 
and  the  preliminary  road  and  sewer  works  for  a  further  large  extension 
of  the  Middlestone  Moor  Estate.  The  immediate  building  programme 
of  the  Council  provides  for  the  erection  of  149  houses  and  two  shops  in 
the  Middlestone  Moor  Estate. 

Housing  Applications. 

New  waiting  lists  have  been  prepared  during  the  Year,  and 
applicants  separated  into  those  occupying  Slum  Clearance  properties. 
Bungalow  Applicants,  a  list  of  Outside  the  District  applicants  and  a 
General  Waiting  List  of  applicants.  The  numbers  of  such  applicants 
on  the  lists  are  enumerated  below  : — 


Slum  Clearance  . 

...  218 

General  Need  Applicants  . 

...  741 

Bungalow  Applicants . 

...  184 

Outside  the  District  Applicants 

...  119 

Total 

...  1,262 
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The  numbers  of  applicants  allocated  new  and  vacated  Council  and 
North  Eastern  Housing  Association  houses  during  the  Year  are  classed 


as  follows  : — 

Two  Bedroomed  Sub-tenants  .  3 

Two  Bedroomed  Tenants  .  39 

Three  Bedroomed  Sub-Tenants  .  — 

Three-Bedroomed  Tenants .  11 

Four-Bedroomed  Sub-Tenants  .  — 

*  Four-Bedroomed  Tenants  .  1 

Bungalows  (Aged  People)  .  8 

Total .  62 


The  number  of  families  rehoused  from  Slum  Clearance  properties 
was  twenty-nine  during  the  Year  and  the  number  of  families  rehoused 
from  houses  dealt  with  by  Section  17  and  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957, 
was  sixteen. 


May  I  conclude  this  Report  by  thanking  the  Lady  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  interest  in  our  work  ; 
to  other  Officers  of  the  Council  for  co-operation  and  courtesy  at  all 
times  ;  to  the  Office  Staff  for  capable  and  willing  assistance  and  to  the 
Foreman  and  all  members  of  the  Cleansing  Staff  for  carrying  out  their 
work  with  efficiency,  and  their  ready  co-operation  in  the  difficult  work 
of  reorganisation  carried  out  during  the  Year. 

I  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  W.  SWALES, 

M.R.S.H.,  A.M.I.P.H.E. 

Health  Department, 

•Town  Hall, 

Spenn5rmoor, 

May,  1958. 
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